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Humane Reaſon«* 


ANY; ado Eing refolv'd, accords "" 
| Ys ing to the duty of eve-' ©1 
DYs 1y private Perſon, to 4 
S—_—_ makea ſtarch into the' 2 

[x - nature and quality'af *: 
' -my Religion; and according to wy NE 
intereſt in Humane Society,to come. © 3 

1 munitate the effects of that ſearclx 
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” ro others, if T ſhall believe it pr0- 

|  firable for them : I am in the firſt 
Þ ace to conſider &f the choice of 

ſome Guide, for ſo longand fo dan- 

. gerous a journey, where -I ſhall 
ſometimes meet with no (traſt or , 
Path at all, and ſometimes with ſo 
many, andthoſe fo contrary in the 
appearance of their firſt - entry, 

_ that the variety will confound me 
mote then-the want ; eſpecially 

- there being ſo many miſts caſt be- © 

+ - fore me by the errours and deceits 

- of others, that one had great need |, 

Hz of a better Eye-ſight than is lefrus 

- *-bythe fa'l of our firſt Fore-ſather. 

-- Andthis conſfideratiopafter a long 

>... and Serious debate thereof , brings 

=_ no other Guide ro me but my own 
Regen , which if it take ſuch di- 

. refonsas-itought and may do, be- 

;to:e it ſets forth, and purſue.thoſe. 
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| DfÞumaneBReaſon.. . 2 *' 
direGions withcare and conſtancy» « 
though it may poſſibly lead me imo 
.- errours, yet wil bring me at laſteven 
through them, to the propoſ'd end 
of my journey, which is Happineſs. 
, © I am not ignorant of the ma- 
ny Enemies I muſt meet wich in 

this doarine, but am fortified a=. - 
gainſt them withthe thought that +. 
they who diſpute moſt againſt the x7 
powerand priviledges of. Humane 

- reaſon, do it becauſe their own 
Reaſon perſwades them to -that 

| belief; and ſo whether the Victory 
be o'mine;-or o'their fide, are e- _ 4 
qually defeated. They ſeek tos 
terrifie us with the example of ma- 
ny-excellent Wits, who, they ſay, 
by following this loi fatuws (for 
ſo they call the onely North Star" - 
which God has given us for the 
right Steering of Gur courſe) have! | 7 

-. wed. 3% &'< fal.en- - 
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fallen into wildand ridiculons O- 
Pinions, and encreaſed the cata- 
logue of Herefies to io vaſt a num» 
ber: But truly: theſe men either 
followed not their own reaſon, bur 
made it follow. their will , or hud- + + 
winkt ic firſt by intereſts and pres *. 
zudices; and then bad it ſhew them | 

| the way; of were wanting in thoſe 

| neceſlary diligences which are re- 
quired for ſo doubtful and dange» 

” Tousa paſſage: Or if, withoutche © '' 
- "commiſſion of any « of theſe faults, 4 4 
5 the weakneſs of their underftand- CT if 
has deceiv'd them, the error is ; ©; 
&.. neither hurtful to themſelves, nor 
-- would be to others, if this doQ- 
rine of governing our ſeives from 

” within, and not by exawp'e, were | 
- eſtabliſht, Whereas on the- Cons 

- trary ſide, the ſubmicringour judg- 
_ ments to Aptherity, or any thing 
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eſe whatſoever, gives univerſality 
and perpetuity to every error. » 
They fall natura'ly from hence 
into the large commonyP/ace of the 
frailty,uncertainty and diſpropor- 


tion of our underſtanding to di- | 


vine and. celeſtial notions, and are 
eloquent herein with much of truth. 
For when we ſay thatevery mans - 
Sou] hath in ie ſelf as much lightas 
1s requiſite for eur travel towards 
Heaven, we do not therefore afſume; 
that it is as clear as thoſe ſpirits © - 
which are confeſſed- to be all a . -* 
Flame: And for the unaptneſs:of +: 
it to receive the impreſſion of Spiri- . 


tva]-triiths ; though the 'whot-and © 
the How of religious MyſReyies be - 


out of ſight, yet that they areſuch, 
is ſufficiently viſible. Eſpecially: 
if we uſe thoſe helps which-God' 

Ay poſe, 
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poſe,and thoſe ourReaſon will dis 


ate to her (elf that ſhe is to uſe. 
The ordinary ſaying of Democritus, 


that Trath lyes in the bottom of 4 
deep Well, is very applicable to 
this mattec : that is, that we muſt 


our ſelves, and not; look up into 


becauſe by thismeanes we ſhall ſee 


Heaven in the bottom of the Well, 
though we cou:d not theWell in the _* 


top of Heaven. 
Bur the chiefand moſt Tragicall 
i-giment againſt ns is, that the al- 


-Jowance of this Liberty to parti- 
cular:mens diſcourſes, would be- 


get as; many religions as there are: 
feveral perſons ; and; conſequent- 
ly draw after it, diſorder .and 
confuſion,as is inconſiſtent not one- 
ly with the quiet, but the very be- 


. ing 


ſeek it in che center and heart -of 


Heaven firſt and immediate y for it; 
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ing of Humane Society. This is a 
weighty and-grievous accuſation, 
and if our Reaſon be convinced of 
ſo harmful a Madneſs, it wi!l be 
found neceſſary to keep it chain'd 
| , . and fetter'd, and as much in te | 
dark as may be. -Eut 1 hope 
: it will acquit it ſelf, Who knows 7 

© not that the Thiloſopby of the An- 
cients ſeperated it ſelf into ſun- 
dry parties; the Pythagorians , 
; | the Peripateticks, the Stoicks,the 
| Scepticks, the Academicks (and 


theſe of three ſorts) the Epicure- 
ans,the Cynicks,with many others ; 
and theſe differ'd not in flight and 
verbal controverſies, bur in the laſt. 
ends of humane aQions, in tbe na- 
74 ture of good and evil; nay of God 
himſelf; whether man. worked free- . - ' 
1 ly or were compelled by an-inevi- | -- 
table neceſſity ; whether the foul 
| were 
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. were ſubzea to Corruption, or im- 
- - waſerial and immortal ? Whether 
 rteWorld had a beginning,or had - 
endured from all eternity 2 Whe- 
* . ther the Gods - took upon them 
*- the Government of things below, 
or fate as idle themſelves in Hea- 
ven as their Images were here on 
;t Earth? with divers other Queſti- 
+ -onsof equal conſequence. Theſe 
- - Opinions divided thePhiloſophers, 
- and the Philoſophers the People ; 
T= 20x were there fewer Seds in 4- 
0g. Fhens, than are now in Umrſterdems 
or: Lqndow. And yet this variety 
| of Qpinion neither begat aty Ci- 
| vil Way in Greece, neuher did the 
Peripateticks ( when both by the 
_ ſtrengthoftheirArgumentsand their 
« Emperour, that Party was became 
5 the greateſt) ſer up any Inquiſition, 
or High Cowmnſjon or Committee 
y” acainſt 


| Df ÞumaneRegfor. 9 .- 
againſt the reſt; but every man 
enjoyed his Opinion with more gx 
ſafety and freedom, than eitker his #4 
Gcods or Wife, The fare like» 
wiſe happened in the Religions of 
the Ancients ; for thavgh feveral 
Cities profeſs'd the warthip of ſe- 
. veral Deities, yet we read not of 
any War which hath ſprung from 
that diverſity, The Poets have - 
wade the Gods enter into faGtions 
and quarrels for Commonwealths, 
but Commonwealths never did the 
ſame for their Gods. This quiet 
and happineſs, which ( to the 
ſhame and ſcandal” of the Chri- 
ſtian Name) was enjoyed four thou- 
ſand years among the Heathen, cor 
tinued {© long and fo uninterupted, 
becauſe every Man, following the 


ryles of bis own Judgment, allow- ©! 


- 


cd that Liberty to others, which 
itt - . he 


he found ſo neceſſary for himſcif. 
And even the Stoicks themſclves, 
who enſlaved the Will, durſt never 
_* attewpt this violence to the Un- 
derſtanding. 

From whence then ſhall we ſay 
it proceeds, that fince the Refor- 
wation open'd a way to this Free- 
dom of Conſcience, ſo much Blood 
7 and Confuſion, and almoſt Deſo- 

lation , has followed in all thoſe 
Countries which admitted it. Gey- 
many, France, the Low-Countries, 
and Scotland are ſufficient witneſ- 


miſerable Ezglaxd had not been 


added to the number of theſe ſad 
Exawples.But certainly, fince this 


now ſo juſtly complain of, they 
4 -muſt 
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fes of this ; and I could wiſh that 


Liberty has been ſo many Ages ex- 
erciſed, without drawing after it- 
thoſe Inconveniencies which -we : 


Df ÞumaneReaſor, rr * 
muſt be attributed either wholly 
to ſowe other canfſe, or to the 
conjunGion of ſome other Acci- 
dents to ir, which have changed 
the nature and condition thereob-: 
And that ( having examined all 
8 particulars which touch upon this 
18 wattcer) I can find to be no other, 
Y thaa che ſtrange and uncharicable 
Pride of thoſe men, who having 
with juſt cauſe vindicated their 
own Reaſon. from the tyranny of 
unneceſſary bonds, endeavour ne- . 

J vertheleſs to lay. them upon o- 
*J thers; ſo that not the uſe of ſuch 
Liberty, Þut the appropriating 
of it toour-ſelves only, is the true, 
and, I think, the fole fountain of. 
theſe Diſorders: for there cannot 
certainly in the World be found 


Brine, as that which Permits . a 
_ 


out, ſo mild and ſo peaceablea Do- x7. | 


difference in Beliefs ; for what oc- 
eafhon can any man take to begin 
a quarrel, 'when both he himfelf 
is ſuffered quietly to enjoy his 
own Opinion, and his own opinion 
is this, that he ought to ſuffer 0+. , 
thers to do the ſame. But if once 
men entertain an imagination, that 
every thing is wicked and damna- 
ble which complies not with their 
own ſenſe, and that in this vaſt la- 
ticude of probabilities (which is 
in all kind of diſquifitions, bur 
eſpecially thoſe of Religion, they 
being moſt obſcure and moſt in- 


-” demonſtrable) there is none can 


lead oneto ſalvation ; but the path 
wherein he treads himſelf, wemay 


ſee the evident and neceſſary con- - 


ſequence of - eternal troubles and 
- confuſions. For not only publick 


"I", m_ perſwade us to force 
_ Men : 


/ - 
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Men to that wherein covnſalts their 


everlaſting happineſs or calamity, _ 
if by go other means we can itt 

duce men to it (as without injury 
we bind the hands of a man that 
would kill himſelf ) but alſo our 
private intereſt, and that particur 


ſar care, which every man owes tt - 


his own Poſterity, which, witbouc 
ſuppreſſion of all Herekes, muſt 
| run the hazard of eternal puniſh- 
ments , abliges us, Þyall means, 
to endeavour the extirpation of 
thoſe weeds out of the fields of our 
Neigbbours, which would elfe fo 
quickly overgrow our own:where- © 
as if we had either wore of Char 
rity to others, to believe ſome Er- 
rours ( the inſeparable Compani- 
ons of Humane Nature)-ought not 
to exclude men from the Commu» _ 
_ nionof the preſent Church, and 
the 
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the hope of the future; or leſs of- 
ſelf-flactery 40 think, that all men 
grope in the dark that light not 
| their Candleatours, we couldnot 
= be ſo cruel in perſecution of thoſe 
t faults, co which God himſelf-is ſo , 
| merciful, and from which we our 
ſelves are. not- exempt; I ſhall 
, therefore conclude this Argument 
with a- confident aſſertion, That 
all the miſeries which have fol- ' | 
lowed the variety of - Opinions * 
ſince the Reformation, have pro- 
\ ceeded entirely from theſe two 
7F miſtakes, The tying infallibiltty to 
whatſvever we' think Truth, and 
. . damnation to whatſoever we think 
Errour, + 
Another abſurdity this Doarine 
is accuſed of, that if we guide our 
' ſe'ves wholly by the light of Rea- 
ſon, we ſhall not only every. one 
differ 
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differ from every body elſe, bur 
every one frequently from him-- 
ſe:f, changing Religion almoſt-as 
often as our Habits , driven about 
perpetually by every wind, and. 
in all probability dafhc by ſome' | 
one at Jaſt againſt a rock; now a 
Papiſt, to worrow a Lavheras, next 
2 Cevinih: ; and ſo like the Hea- 
then, dedicate every day. in the 


© week to a ſeveral Deity. . I muſt 
' E confeſs, Inconſtancy is one of the 


greateſt weakneſſes of the weakeſt 
Sex, and much leſs to be enduredin 
Man,eſpecialty in that moſt weigh- 
ty affair of his whole life,the ſervice _ 


of God; but I cannot conceive, gy. 


that the fear of this ſcandal obliges 
us to a blind and inalterable ob- 
© ſervance of thoſe Laws and Opis 
KEnions, which either the fate of our 
birth and education, or the for- 


tune 
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.- tune of other accidents have en- 

 gaged usin; but we ought to wake + 
a ſerious and long enquiry , whe- 
ther they agree moſt with that 
- ' Tight of. our Underſtanding, which 
God has infuſed into us' for that 
end, according to the beft extent? 
of thoſe means, which are allowed 
by him to our underſtandings for 


* this examination; and whatſoever 


we ſhall fix upon after this' confi- 
deration, if it be duly made, will 
be upon ſuch grounds , as are not- . 
likely every day, and upon every 
new argument to be removed from 
us: for if they be, it is a great, 
though not an infallible fin, that. 
the enquiry was ndt made at firft 


- - with ſo much diligence as was 


le: And when we have 
once carefully ſetled our ſelves in 
' a belief, though we happen to meet 
| ; aftepe. 


aw. 75 
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| afterwards with ſome new and un» 


-F foreſeen difficulties , which may 


ſeem to evince the contrary, yet 
Reaſon will not preſently adviſe us 
FJ toa change, becauſe it finds it felf 
'F unable to unty the knot , bur ſuſ- 
pend a while and attewpt again, 
J 2nd try athouſand ſeveral wayes, 
before it deſpair and yield up it 
ſelf to the argument ; which re» 
g waining ſtillafterall this unconque= 
rable, it will then turn back and 


Econfider whetherf it alter now its 


judgment, itbe able to ſatisfe all 
thoſe defences which-wHl be made 
forits former opinion, and +f it be 
overmatch'd by the doubts on both 
laces, rather chuſe to contime- as 
before, then make an innovation 
nile aoig. ThisRulsbe- 
ngobſerr', weſhalknotbe fab» 
ts the IBCORYORIENCE of fre- 
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* quent changes, and yet as true it is, 
that we ſhall not be exempt from 
the poſſibility of changing at all, 
which is neither requiſite nor at- 
tainable in this life; and if in this 
permutation, after ali our induſtry 
and humility therein,it ſhall beour 

Ill fortune to give away a truth for | 

- afalſ&-hood, it will be (as killing 

a man againſd our will- is nomur- 

ther ) at the worſt but an error by . 
chapce-medley, and will both find - 

(I. had almoſt ſaid claim) mercy 

from God, and deſerve pity from 

men, We know very well that e- 

* T> very wans -body is in {0 ax uo 
- aflux, that about theſpace of ſeven 
years, renders him wholy anden- 

_ tirely another corporeal ſybſtance 
from what he was before, the whole 
maſs both of accidents and matter * 
Ws thruſt away by the continual 

ſucceſſion + 


- - ef. Mer - 


Of Þumane Reaſon. 19 

ſucceſſionoſnew ones: and yet be- 
n_J cauſethe ſoul remains ſtill the ſame, 
|, and retains all'the while the ſame 
S power and uninterrupted govern- 


s {| mentoverthe wholeſucceſſion,we 
y | juſtly eſteem -ir the ſame perſon; 
r | nayevery,pert of him to be always 
r i" ſorraely the ſame, thatatany-time 


of his life he may ſay, with theſe 
Byes I ſhall behold my Saviour , 
though the accidents and very wat- 
ter of -tham-Þbe-ſo-often changed. 
Such an Identity as this is requifite 
to. a mans Faith: he may now be - 
fully 'a Papiſt, and ſeven years 
ho fully a Proteſtant , and yet 
his faith ſtill remains the fame, be- 
cauſe it is all the while aftuated 
S and moved by the ſame ſoul of faith, 
3 which .is conſcience; which.if he. 
- | preſerveinviolably, both when he 
| prafuger, and when he is a Pro- 
; _ | 
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ceſtant, be may eraly ſay, wichehis 
— fatth I ſhall behold my SavÞ.- 


| "Pur ſuppoſe this fo cxcdeatbiah . 
Guide of yours, yonrown Confer * 
:. ence, ſhould dire you to forſake + i 
your Chriftian-beltef ? for which 
the Devil do's not want ſich plea« i 
fant cofours and ſpecivus fallacies, | 
as may poſſibly deorivaevena good -& 
underftan 
.- Before ] anſiver this Objeftion; " 
*  Tdefireto knowof him that makes 
| . ir, what it is (for ſomething ft 
muſt be) which he places in the [| 
fameFccicliaſtical Superiority that 
7 I dcreafon? The privare Spirit? | 
what if that ſhould \ w1eoer him 


don will Rk 
Wen] as thats = | 
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jadg of the truth of the one; as - 
you of the other. op. -*. 
What-1s it then you will truſt 
Wur Soul with, in this important 
bſineſs? Is it the Authority of 
Fg Men? Theſe verily way lead you >7 
IF - into error, and it is not impoſſible, 
TF into the greateſt and worſt of all, 
which 1s the deſertion of Chriſt 
| himſelf: not chat this is likely to 
happen, neither more probable is 
- 1J+<it, that our Reaſon ſhould fo far 
y miſguide us. But alas! in this 
: affairof ſo vaſt and ſoeternal con- 
ſequence, what ſecurity can we 
aſſume, whilſt theres, remains a 
poſſibility of miſcarriage ;.and this- . 
poſſibility is Evident., For let us 
38 conſider it in a Council'; which if 
; there be any afſurance 1 in the mim- 
Þer of men, is that where moſt 
; Peg it may _ I will 
| t not 


- 
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| not here reckon 'up the many. er- 
rors which great and famous Coun- 
cils bave fallen into themſelves, 
and labour*d to eſtabliſh in others, 
they are many and notorious. - But - 
certainly if a Council cou'd take 


away the ſatisfaction of Chrilts ' 
death, and Divinity. of his perſon 
1 (as was done by that great oneof the i} 
 Arriaxs which condemned Uthena- | : 
_ fias, not without theapprobation. |Þ 
- of the Popeand the whole World - {- 
beſides ) a Council has already 
done that thing, which you affirm 
tmpoſſible for it todo. For they :{fF 
- who believed Chriſt to come into | 
= - the World as an example. and-par- --|F 
 ternonely of Holineſs, are nomore | 
17 to be call'd Chriſtians, than Abre- _, 
' bhamiſtsor Davidifts. If you will J | 
here contend, that even theſe men 7 } 
deſerted not wholy Chriſtianity,as 
""— -42 
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- aman may do by the impulfion of 


-. his own private Reaſon, yet cer- 


Pa 


tainly you will confeſs that they 
who fell ſo far into error, might as 
well have ſunk deeper, and exalted 


fome other Prophet above Chriſt, 


as well as made Chriſt to be but a 


- Prophet: and-this poſſibility of 
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Errour (even inſo high a degree) 
we ſhall find in the nature and ve- 
ry Elements of a Council ; for if 
any one Member of it may be a 
Heathen or Atheiſt in Opinion (as 
the lives of many Popes, and the 


} ſpeeches of ſome, declare that they 
themſelves have been ) why not 
 ewo, not three , not more, not the. 


Major part , that is, the whole 
Council > From the Sanctions of 


' the 2 NVitene Council, which e- 


Rabliſh'd the worſhip of Images, * 


how ealic a ſtep was there made 


B 2 for 
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for the next ; to the introduction. 
of a full, undiſguis'd and Hea- 
' theniſh Idolatry , which we muſt 
”. not ſay could not, becauſe by the. 
mercy of God it did not happen. 
And [ verily believe, if God had 
not ſtirr'd up ſome perſons of ex- 
cellent Abilities and worthy Spi- 
rits (for ſuch ſure they were, 

' though not exempt from humane 
weakneſſes) to examine by the 
Rules of their own Reaſons, thoſe 
follies and dangerous Errours in 
Religion , which partly by the 
| Intereſt, partly by the Ignorance 
of Men, and inſenſible advances of 
11] Cuſtome , were blindly embra- 
ced by the whole World ; if theſe 
Men, I ſay , had not diſcover'd 
the paſt Errours, and by-that 
means made their Adverſaries more 
| cautious not to fall into any new 
| ones, 


Of Þumane Reaſon. 25 


ones, the world through the Ado- 
ration of Saints and Images, and 
the boundleſs Increaſe of vain and 
Superſtitious Ceremonies, would 
have paſt before this time, to its 
old and abominable worſhip of 
ſeveral Deities, and toa Religion 
overwhelm'd, if not with the ſame, 
yet with as many and as vain Im» - 


pieties. It remains therefore, that .. 


you put your Confidence rather 
in the Traditions of the former, 
than the Commands of the pre- 


ſent Church ; but what thoſe were, £ 


you muſt either tru ſome number 
4 of Men preſent, which is not 
{ without the poſſibility of being 
miſguided; or your own ſearch and 
diligence, which is to fall into that 
Opinion which you condemn 1n me. 
And truly they who build their Be- 
lief wholly upon” the Authority of 

| B 3 palt 


" 


| 
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paſt or-preſent Ages, if they look 
upon all the Conſequences of that 
_ ' Opinion, are in much greater dan- 
|” ger of being drawn from the Chri- 
f -ſtian Faith,than thoſe who remit the 
judgment of theſe things to their + 
own Reaſon: For ever ſince the. 
beginning of the Chriſtian belief, 
there has been the Authority of 
_- aboveanhundred to one againſt it; 
7 and this Authority backt and 
- ſtrengthened with the univerſal a- © 
| 66 pa of more than three thou- 
and years before it. But on the 
contrary, if we weigh impartially 
the Motives and Arguments which 
every Religion can produce in 1ts 
own defence; Reaſin it ſelf will 
find more and much greater for -- 
» the Chriſtian, "than it can for any _ 
other Belief whatſoever: And [I 
- am very confident , that no man 
: | ever 


> 


— 
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ever from a Chriſtian, became a 
Turk or a Few, becauſe his Reafon. 
told him that was a better Religt- 
on ; but becauſe either fear of pu- 
niſhment or hope of reward, or 
ſome other ſiniſter Cauſe, perſa- 
ded his Reaſon, that the worlt 
Religion init ſelf, would be the 
better to him upon thoſe Condi» 
tions. | 
Now all thoſe Arguments by 

which ſome men have laboured to 
prove, that our Guide in ſpiritual 
matters ought to be lfallible, will, 
though they be granted for true, 
as I believe in ſome ſenſe the 

are, will not at all diſpoſſeſs Rea- 
ſon of this Authority , which we 
have declared to be her due. For 
the Infalltvility of. a Guide I con-. 
F\ ceivero be only this, That 1t cannot 

fail to bring vs to that end, for 


B 4 which Y 


bd 


23 Of Humane Reaſon. 
which we choſe to be gnided by 
itz andif to this end there happen 
to be a thouſand ſeveral wales, it 18 
a Guide no leſs infallible as to the 
End, if it lead us thruugh a long, 
an unpleaſant and obſcure Trad, 
than if it conduded us by a ſhort, 
a delightful and an open road : for 
.not the goodneſs of the paſſage, 
bur certainty of not miſſing the 
. End, 1s that which conſtitutes this } 
' kind of Iofallibility. And truly e- * | 
very mans particular Reaſon, if wel] 
foilowed ( for whatſoever Guide 
you pitch upon, whetherScripture, 
Spirit, Church paſt or preſent , or 
any thing elſe imaginable, muſt 
have that condition annext, or elſe 
it wi'!l become unprofitable ) will 
, - infallibly carry him at laſt, though 
. perhaps through many tedious and 
' troubleſome wandrings, to his 
cter- 


eternal happineſs, if it be fol'ow- 
.ed ( for that condition cannot be 
" repeated too ofren) with conſtan- 
cy, diligence and ſobriety. 


This Doctrine ſets the great IJ 
gate of Heaven ſo v.ide open, that. 


it will diſpleaſe thoſe men, who 
with an envious-kind of pride 
think it more honour to enter in 
with a few at a narrow wicket. 
Bur I- truly, out of an humble 
conſideration of ny own weak- ©? 
neſs, and the general imbeciility of 
humane nature, ſhould {ill lamenc 
and tremble, that the entrances to 
Heaven are ſo few and ſo difficult, 
though they were yet far more and 
much eaſier than this opinion makes 
thew. There. are enow obſtru- 
Qtions from the frailty of our 
Fieſh , the ſubtilty of re Devil, 
the tyranny of our Paſſions , and 
B 5 the 
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the perverſe crookedneſs of our 
corrupted Wills, without the ad- 


_ dicions of any more from the im- 


perfedions of our inteilea. Suf- 
ficient is the danger we run, in 
not performing thoſe Dutics which 
vve underitand aright , withour 
making our miſ-underſtandings 
damnable, and condemning that as 
a Guilt, which is to be pitied as a 
misfortune. What then? ſhall vve 
believe Turks, Jews, Heathens, A- 


© #heiſts themſelves ( if there be any | 


ſuch) in an equal poſſibility of 
ſa.vation, with the unerring Chri- 
ſtian ? Shall vve ſave all Feaſts of 
what kind ſoever, clean or un- 


». Clean, in that myſtical Ark the 


Church of God ? Certainly in 
the..two contrary. exceſſes of be 
lJief in this watrer, that on the ide 


of Mercy hath the appearance of 
| rofs | | greater 


Of Þumane Reaſon. qr 
oreater ſafety; and I had rather. 
think with Origen, That the De» 
wvils themſelyes, by the exceſſive 


_ kinaneſiof their Juage , ſhall at laſt 


be exempted from damnation , than 
that he himſelf ſhall be damn'd for 
that Opinion, But as to this their 
Objection; I believe firſt, Thac 
Reaſon it ſelf will declare to &- 
very Man in the World ,. that he- | 
ought to adhere to the Chriſtian, _ 

rather than to any other Religion 4 
whatſoever , 1f ail things be pro- 
pounded to him in a clear and im- 
partial manner: and this whoſoe- 
ver ſhall deny, I dare confidently 
affirny, it is impoſſible for him to. 
be a Chriſtian. But becauſe there. 
are thouſand ' accidents , which 
hinder the greateſt part of the 
world from the advantages of fo, 
faira propoſal, hence it comes to. 
P3Jss, 


= 
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' paſs, that ſo ſma'l a part of Man- 
kind hath ſubmitted to the Obe- 
dience of *the Chriſtian Faith : 
Now to condemn ajl thoſe Milli» |: 
ons of perſons (many millions for |}. 
one that is to be ſaved) is ſo wi!d | 
an uncharitableneſs, that few have {| 
been ſo barbarouſly ſevere, as to . | 
be guiley of it: and therefore | 
thoſe .whoſe Ignorance in theſe 

matters hath been invincible, they } 
lefr to the hands of God, without de- 

Claring a definitive opinion either þ 
of their ſafety or perdition. Now | 
if we conſider rightly, what Tgno- 
rance 1s to be accounted invinci- 
ble, we ſhall by this means reſtore 
the greateſt. part of Mankind into 
a hopefu! and comfortable condi- 
tion; and none even ainongſt the 
worlt Re igions, will be left toa 
certain ruine, but ſuch whoſe 


Con- 


| 


OO mmRogs + 
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Conſciences have been negleGed 
or forced afide by thoſe who 
ought to have been guided by -. 
them ; and ſuch who can have no 
plea againſt tl.e rigour of their 
ſentence , becauſe they deſerted # 
themſeives as we'l as God: And 
the diſobedience of Men to their 
own Conſcience is not only. in 
things of pradGice , but alſo of 
belief and ſpeculation , though 
not inſo evident and immediatea 
manner, by ſaftering themſelves 
to be deceived by the inſenfible 

/bperations of intereſt and pre- 
/{[judice, 

/ Nordoes it follow from hence, 
that Chriſt is not-the only ſource 
and cauſe of eternal felicity ; for 
4 I acknowledge there 15 no other 
Name under heaven by which 


men can hope for ſalvation. 
Bur 


| 
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Bur I may very well believe 
withal , that there are ſecret and 
wonderful waies, by which God 


_-may be p'icaſed to.apply-his Me- 


rits to mankind , beſtdes thoſe 
dire&, open, and ordinary ones 
of Baptiſm: and Confeſſion : which 
| have only advanc'd briefly in 
this place, being a. matter that 
will require a more ample and 
particular examination. Now 
concerning the Salvation of all 
forts of Chriſtians, except their 
lives diſagree from their do- 

Grines ( which is likewiſe a diſ- 
obedience to their Reaſons ) I 
know not why I ſhould be ter- 

rifi'd out of my Charity by any 
Anathems whatſoever that ſhall 
' proceed from the mouth of Man. 
For I cannot ſee how any bur 


\, God himſelf can certainly know - 


that 


/ 


1 
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that any wan is an Heretick, ſince 
it 1s only he who can diſcern by 
vi hat cloſe and un!awful means he 
corrupts his underſtanding, and 
bardens his own will co the obs 
ſtinate belief of any Errour ; for 
without that obſtinacy there 1s 
no He:efie, and without the per- 
fect ſight of the whole contex- 
ture of a wans Thoughts and 
AdGions, there is no knowledge 
of ſuch an obſtinacy : and there- 
fore when the Church. declares - 
any Opinion to be Herefie, it is 
to be accepted as if the Law 
ſhould ſay,whoſoever kills a man is © 
4 eMurtherer, which is a ſentence 
not abſolute but to be qualified 
with Circumſtances :- even fo the 
Church pronounces, whoſoever 
holds this Dofrine i an Heretich, 
with an evident reſervation of 
ſome 
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ſome Circumſtances in the mean- 
Ing thereof,” for no man can ima- 
gine that the ſentence includes 
thoſe who never ſhall hear of it ; 
nor no more, ſay TI, thoſe, who 
though they hear of it , vet can- 
not by any means bring their 
Conſcience to the aſſent. For: . 
to obey in matfers of belief, 
without being able to believe the 
thing commanded, is no leſs, and 


- * ſeems more a contradiction, than 


ſimply to obey without know- 
ledge of a Command. 

Thus much briefly concerning 
Herefie , which indeed is a Sub- 
jea worthy a Treatiſe by it ſelf; 
Bur this will nor ſuffice, unleſs 
we can alſoclear our ſelves from 
the imputation of Schiſme, the | 
ordinary railing word inall Con- 
troverſies,” and a flander which 

. IS 


; 
1 
+ 
. 
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is often fatal in'making , where - 
it faily accuſes a ſeparation : of 
which they are truly guilty (the 
word it ſelf bearing witneſs a- 
gainſt them) who break the pre- &- 
cious unity of the Chriſtian 
Church ; but that is done not ſo 
much by them who differ in O- 
pinions, as by- them who will 
not allow of ſuch a difference. 
Who knows , whether that God 
who liked beſt that no mens Bo- ©? 
dies ſhould have the ſame com- 
plexion, no mens Faces the ſame 
figures, no Hands the ſame lines, 

no Voices the ſame ſounds, nay 
not ſo much but their motions - 
and geſtures ſhould be diſtin- . 
guiſhable, has not likewiſe beſt — _ 
pleaſed himſelf with no leſs va- | 
riety in the parts of Men that are 
immaterial, and even in the moſt 
imma- 
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inmaterial Ations of thoſe parts, 
which is the worſhip and ado- 
ration of a Deity? Does God 
gain any thing by our devotions ? 
does be receive hurt from one kind 
of worſhip, and advantage by a- 
nother? is he pleaſed with any 
ſwell in the ſacrifice beſides that 
of Obedience ? and can a plain 
uniform, unalrerable obedience 
be expected, withour Commands 
of the ſame nature ? - Without 
doubt, he who gave Rules which 

might accept of ſo many ſeveral 
interpretations , when he might 
have made them as plain to all 
in one ſenſe, as they ſeem now to 

every man in his oivn, 1s like- \ 
wiſe well contented, that they 
ſhal} be interpreted ſeverally : 
_ and as the Divines confeſs , that 
= the ſame words of Scripture ad- 
wit 
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wit of a Liceral, Typical, Ana- 
gogical ſenſe , and that all thoſe 
ſenſes are both true and inten- 
ded by the Holy Ghoſt, that Spi- 
rit of unity that writ them; 
ſo, I ſay, the Commands of 
Cod concernirg Religion are e- 
qually obeyed and fulfilied by 
all the various kinds of Obedi- 
ence; which the Conſciences of 
men conceive themſelves bound 


to pay unto them: As well the =y - 


Mud by growing hard, as the 
Wax by melting obeys the Sun ; 
nor is 1t leſs glorified by one. 
than by the other : nor are thoſe 
* diverſities of powers in the Sun, 
but of capabi.ities in the obs 
je that receives him: even ſo 
Faith 15 ſtill properiy one, though 
according to the diverſe recep- 
tions of ir, it produce not only 
diverſe 


as *. p 
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diverſe but contrary effects: 
It is not unobſervable , that 
the Unity of the Church of God 
is compared not to the unity of 
one Man, but of a Man and Wo- - 
man joyned in Marriage ; ſo \ 
the Church in general is one 
- with Chriſt; fo the Church M5- 
litant with the Triumphant ; and 
ſo every particular man with the 
Church militant ; Now this H- 
wity is of one part more weak, 
more.infirm , more jgnoble than 
the other ; and the Female part 
in the ſimilirude, is the erring 
4 Fart in the Church ir ſelf ;- and 
" as that by the bond of Love, 
ſo this. by the bond of Charity 
1s to be accounted one and the - 
ſame with the other. Can any 
thing be more irrational , than to 
ſay that a foot when it hath the 
| Gour, 
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Gout, or a hand when it ſhakes 
with the Palſey,. or a Head 
when it akes, ceaſes to be a part 
of the body ? - Sound or ſick, 
great or little, well or ill ſha- 
ped ,*are outward conſiderati- 
ons to the nature of a Member; 
if it be informed by the ſame 


Soul, 1t requires no other con» 


dition to make it ſuch : Nor 
can you make this Soul which - 
is required of ſuch neceſſity to 
give itlife, to be a full and en- 
tire agreement, in all points of 
Faith, of, one memBer with ano- 


'Yther ; for then in matters of: Be- 


lief you make no diſtinction be» 
twixt ſickneſs and death, and 
the leaſt indiſpoſition of health 


_ Yis a toral-Corruption. Men of 


the contrary Opinion (1 fore- 
ſee) cannot chuſe but ſay here, 
| that 
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- that in dangerous and intſedious 
diſeaſes cut off the affeged mem- 
ber to fave the reſt ; and that 
he whoin a Gangreen ſpares the 
Patient, isthe moſt hard-hearted 
. and unmerciful Phyſician : and 
truly, if Errours in belief draw 


ſo il a tail af er them as che De» -Þ 


vils and Damnation; if they be 
to be eſteemed Gangreens, as 
well in refpe&t of their morta- 
lity, as their ſpreading and- in- 
feftions Nature ; not only Pre- 
dence but Charity it ſelf will 
Put a ſword Into our hands to 
cut thew-off, But alas! theſe 
diſeaſes are not ſo deadly, as 
the Phyſicians of the Soul would 
wake them for the exalting of 
their own: reputation ; and he 
that would preſently lop off an 


arm, if the _—_— be moving 
in 


GC 
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init, would not, I hope, pre-. - 
ſcribe the ſame remedy , if it 
be but infected with an Itch: = 3 

* both Evils wou'd extend them» 
A {cl ves over the whole body, but 
the one to the perpetual deſtru- 
7 &ion of the being, the other on- 
$ ly to the temporary: loſs of the 
& beauty and quiet of it : and 
4 therefore we rather patiently en- 
# dure the trouble and vexation 
3 of continual ſcratching ( which 
is the true Metaphor for the 
Controverſies of Eccleſiaſtical 
Writers) with th®loarbſomneſ; 
and deformity of ſo many ſores, 
than take away a Member which 
way poſlibly hereafter recover 
its former health and comelineſs, 
{ and is even now without them, of 
g great and neceſſary uſes to the 
F} whole body. 


Now 
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\ _; _ Now as for thoſe men, who 
TE accuſe us. of pride and vanity 
for attributing fo nwch to our 
own Reaſon, making preſumpti- 
on and*ſelf-flattery the fountain 
of this Opinion ; it is a ſcandal 
ſo falſe and ſo ridiculous, that 
without much humility I ſhould 
diſdain to anſwer it. Are thoſe  þ 
to be accounted proud and ty- 
rannical, who being governed by 
their own Reaſon, are content -þ 
that all others ſhould enjoy the . 
- fame |ibercy, or thoſe who whilſt 
they deny MM they themſelves + 
are ruled þy their own under- |: 
ſtandings, would nevertheleſs | 
have. all others to ſubmit to it ? 
Is. it the voice.of Pride to ac- 
; knowledge, - that they who differ 
1, from me- may poſſibly be in the 
right, or if they miſtake may do 
ET | It 
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it without ruine, or to ſay, 
Whoſoever is not of my Opi- 
nion is in the wrong, and who- 
foever is in the wrong is eter- 
nally to periſh for his Errour ? 
Is it the cuſtome of Preſumption 


to be ready to lay down an O- 


Pinion once entertained (which 
is almoſt as great a Martyrdom, 
as laying down our lives for the 
Truths ſake ) when cauſe ſhall 
appear for ſo doing, or by 
claiming to our ſelves the infal- 
libility of our Party ( for he 


is infallible himſelf who agrees 


with them that areſo ) to harden 

our ſelves intoa neceſſary Opini- 

aſtrere, | 
Theſe are the common Ob- 


zeaions againſt this good-narur'd> . 


and pentle DoQrine: Bat My. 
Hobbs , according to his extra- 
C - ordinary 


=7" 
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Ordinary wit , has found out an 
odd, and extraordinary Argu- 
ment. For in his firſt Chapter 
of Religion, in the ſtate of 
Gods natural Empire, making e> 


4.5 


4: romards God fo that it conld 


very« City the ſupream Judge 


1a matters that belong to Gods 


worſhip, and to which we ought 
to render an entire obedience, 
faies thus: * Otherwiſe all ab» 
* ſurd Opinions of the Nature 


.: <of God, and all ridiculous - 


«KCeremontes which have been 
« admitted by any Nations , 
«© wou'd be ſeen at once'in the 
* ame City, by whichit would 


« happen, that every particular 


« perſon would be 
Fogg « lieve all others to 
*_ < *hlaſpheme, or ir» 
* reverently to behave himſelf 


be 


= 


IB 
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*« be ſatd of no man, that he 
« worſhtp'd God, becauſe no 
« man worſhips God ( that is, 
 _* honours him externally.) but 

_ *he who does thoſe things by 
*« which he may appear to others 
* to honour him. 

Bur methinks , if this be true, 
the ſeveral unappealable Tribu- 
nals which are ſet up by Mr. 
. Hobbs in ſeveral Cities or Com- 
monwealths, are as well deſtroy- 
ed by it, as thoſe which are 
placed by us in every Mans 
breaſt ; for ſeveral Cities ap- 
pointing ſeveral kinds of wor- 
thip or honour, conſiſting in the 
Opinion not of the worſhipper 
or honourer himſelf, but of the 
witneſſes and ſpeRators of the 

iÞ or honour ; now if he 
fay, that when a whole Com- 
C 2 mon 
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monwealth has but one ſort of 
worſhip , none will be witneſſes 
or ſpedcatours of it, but thoſe 
who . believe it honourable 3 
firſt, as much ſcandal from the 


report, as from the ſight of it; . 


and beſides , the ſame I ſay will 
happen , if there were'an hun- 
dred Religions in one City ; 
for ſtill their Religious Con- 
gregations- were to-be made up 


of men of the ſame Opinions : ” 


Again, Thoſe who deny that a 
Cammonwealth: ought to enforce 
an unity of Worſhip upon all 
its Subjes, will likewiſe as 
much deny , that .men ought to 
think -thoſe Worſhips diſhonou- 
rable which are not practiſed 
by themſelves: and if he ſay, 
there is no hindering of this 
latter, he muſt needs pardon me 


if 
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if I cannot believe that impoſ- 
ſible , - which - has been in the 
world (even in a more ridicu- 
lons variety than is at preſent, 
at leaſt in our parts) for ſo ma- 
ny Apes, and which is now ex- 
'_ erciſed in ſome places: And if 
ignorant or malicious Phylicians =7 
in this vio'ent Feavour, did 

not apply new heats inſtead of 
Julips, they might by Writing, 
Diſpnting , Preaching , living 
Charitably ( which is all the for- 
mer)-reduce the world ina ſhort 
time to its ancient healchful and 
natural temper. *-Laſtly ( to 
ſtrike at the root of this* Ar- _ 
gument) it is falſe, that the = 
worſhip or honour of God con= Ff 
ſiſts in the opinion of o:hers : | 
if it did, Idolatry for four 
thouſand years, had been the - 
C3 belt, 
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beſt, nay the only Religion 3 
and if I were now in the South 
Continent ( where I ſuppoſe 1 
ſhould be the only Chriſtian } 
- TI ought not to abſta:n firom the 

Chriſtian worſh'p of Cod C no, 
nor to hide or diſg iſe it ) for 
fear leaſt the wcnder , contempt 
and mockery of Infidels, ſhould 
on a ſudden ( I know not how 
convert it into fin and blaſphe- 
my. True it is that in honour 


Paid from Men to Men, cuſtome, © 


conſent , and acknowledgment , 
makes up the buſineſs, and an 
honour contrary. to the uſe of 
- the place 1s counted an affront ; 
as tO put off the Hat would be 
in.the Eaſt, and in the Weſt to 
keep it on before Princes, But 
the reaſon of this Is, becauſe 
- men who are not able to ſearch 
Into 
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into the hearts, muſt be govern'd 
in their judgment of them by 
the exteriour aQions, andthe 
meaſure or ſtandard of thoſe. 1s 
Cuſtome ; but with God it tis - 
quite otherwife : He beholds 
and .judpes the very thoughts of 
man, which are the fountains of 
his a&tions,. ſo much more fully 
and plainly, than we do the a- 
Rions themſelves, that he needs 
not make a ſecond, a mediate, 
2 ſylogiſtical yadgment of the 
reality of mens worſhip,, from 
che extermal, circumſtantial., and - 
onely probable reſtimonies of 
their outward behaviours. And 
cruly if we put the caſe amongſt 
Men ,  methinks a great Romen 
Emperour that ca'ls himfſe!'f Ma» 
ſter of. the world , ſhould de- 
tight to. prove himſelf to be ſo, 

C 4 from | 
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from the variety of homages, 
tribute and worſhip, which he 
' * receives from ſeveral Nations ; 
and no more refuſe to be ho- 
nour'd in ſeveral faſhions, than 
he would to be praigs'd in ſeve- 


ral Languages. He would be | 


glad perhaps to eſtabliſh the 
Latine Tongue, and make that 
the Speech of all Countries, but 
finding that defign to be im- 
poſſible , would at leaſt pardon 
that diverſity which agrees and 


77 conſents in his own glory. 


Truly if men could caſt away 
ſo much paſſion , as to make but 
true Compariſons , they would 
find no more hurt from the uſe 
of different Ceremonies, then 
of 'different Tongues in the ſame 
City; and we might be as well 
allowed to ſerve God after the 


Engliſh 
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Engliſh manner, as to ſpeak 
Engliſh in the Spaniſh Domini- 


'Ons. As words are the images 


of our thoughts, fo our thoughts 
are-of - the things themſe: ves :; 
and as well may differing 
thoughts. -truly repreſent the 
worſhip of one God , and of his 
Son Chriſt Jeſus, as differing 
words can repreſent the ſame 
thought: And this the Roman 
Church ſeems to acknowledge , 
which does not think ſufficiert , 


Unity in Gods Service to be re- © 


tain'd, with - the allowance of 
more than of one Language, and 
for preſervation of Fantaſtical 
Identity, teaches her Sons firſt 


to think, and afterwards to ſpeak 
they know not what. They ſay 7" 


firſt, Our errour is the ſame 
with that of the Greeks, which 
*- = 
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is taxed by Saint Pax] to the 
Corinthians ; That they fought 
after wiſdom , but that the world 
. by wiſdom knew not God ; that 
the wiſdom of the wiſe was a+ 
frrojed, and the underſtanding of 
the prudent brought to nothing ; 
that it w.#4 made foolifbneſs , nav 
it was confounded by the fooliſh 
things of the world. And a- 
gainſt this wifdonr, many excel- 
lent things are fpoken jn the 
beginning of that Epiſtle, and 
' it-1s ſtrucken down (as Saint 
Paut was himſe'f ). by a greater 
I'ghr of Divine eruth, which came 
from God for that very prrpoſe, 
ro amaze and confound ir" firſt, 
. and then to convert tt, But if 
we mark it wel}, we fhatl ob- 
ſerve, that under this name of 
Wiſdom, which is arrargned, con- 
demned, 


p 


} 
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demned, nay and executed here 
( for it is brought to nothing). 
is not ſignified FHamane Reaſon, 
but that which among the Greeks 
at that time vas fa'ſly and 
blind'y eſtcemed- to Le >: As 
{| in the Laws-againſt Magick , nor 
| that which is truly, bur thart- 
which is falfly called ſo,. 1s or-: 
ly condemned. And therefore 
.Saint Paul names it the wiſadows: 
-|> of words; the enticing words «f 

| mans wiſdom x 3 and the wiſdom 
after the fleſh; and the 'wiſdems 
of the Princes of the world. . By 
which” three nawes are plainly. ' 
(methinks) deſcribed, the three: 

t ſuborners and corrupters 
; of Humane Reafon- and not at- 
all it: fe}f ) the defire- of Repu-: 
tation, of Pleafure, and Profic. 
| By che.firſt we forſake the Truth! 


tO: 
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ro wake demonſirations of our 
vi: and. eloquence: By the ſe- 
cond to cowpaſs thoſe carnal 


and worldly pleaſures, - which 
cur own true Reaſon does not 


al'ow of, and therefore we will . 


not allow of it: ( as Henry the 
Eight ſeems to have left the 
Pope, becauſe he refuſed to 
diſpence with his luſts, and to 
call that Matrimony, which was 
indeed Adultery : ) And by 
the third, to comply with the 


intereſt of States and Princes, - 


and either willingly deceiving 
our ſelves with the errours of 
our Governours, or deceiving 


- others with a deſire to Govern 
'them. And theſe three (at leaſt 


the two latter ) cauſes of errour 
in the underſtanding , may be 
the Reaſon contained with truth 
in 
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In the parable concerning which 
is ſtrongeſt. That that which 


- falſly ſeemed to be Humane Rea- 


ſon, and not that which tru'y 
is ſo, is accuſed Þy Saint Paul, 
appears yet more p'ainly , where 
he ſays , that God hath choſen the 
things which are not , to confound 
the things which are : - where 
the things which are not can fig- 
nifie nothing elſe, bur the things 
which are eſteemed as nothing, 
that is neither of value in them- 
ſelves, nor of power to pro- 
duce any effe&s. True it is, 
that the beſt and trueſt Humane 
Reaſon could not have found out 
of it ſelf, that wiſdom of God in 
4a myſtery ,' even that hidden wiſe 
dom which God ordained before 
tbe world, which- is the wy 

of Chrift Jeſws , but it was ne- 
ceſſary 


63 Of 4Þtanane Reaſon. 


necefſary it ſhould firſt be re- 


vealed by that -Spirit , . which 
can only ſearch and diſcover the 
deep things of God. But as 
ſoon as. the Spirit had reveal d ic 
(which 1t did by Miracles, by 
fulfr'ling of Prophecies and ma- 
ny other means of. power and 
demonſtration}even Humane Rea- 


ſon was able to behold and to 


confeſs it; not that Grace had 


alter'd the. Eye-fight of Humane 
Reafon, but that it had drawn. 


the obxe@ nearer toir.. And till 


the obje& was brought fo nigh,. 


the-wifdom of man did as ſafely 
not diſcern it, as it does not now 
the new ftate of things, which 


ſhall: be revealed at the Second - 


coming. - And whereas they -op- 


poſe againſt this the fa ving of 


the Apoſtle , . that zhe Natural 


MAB / / 
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man recerveth mt the things of 
the Spirit of God , for they are 
foolifbnefi unto him , neither cau 
he know them, becauſe they are 
ſpiritually diſcern'd: The word 
Natural, | take to bea very il! 
tranflation, and conceive 1t onght 
to be rendred the ſenſus! war, 
for fach Jvyaws in the Greek, 
and Animealis in the Latine ; Jump 
many times ſignifying the lower 
and ſenfitive part of the Soul, in 
diſtintion to vis, which is the 
wpper of 71411onal , as anima 13 Op» 
pos'd to Jnirmmw, and both fome- 
times to eMexs. So that the 
meaning is, that whilſt a wans 
Reafon is fednced by his appe- 
rites and paſſions , -it is an unfit 
Judge of Spirtcual watters, net 
ther can be Umpire for a peace, - 
having joyn'd ir.ſelf to _—— 
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of thoſe things, which are in 
perpetual warfare againſt the 
Spirit, But they ſay this 4u- 
"thority which we aſcribe to Rea- 
ſon, is ſtrangly different from 
that Captivity which Saint Paul 
ſubjects it ro; when he lays , 
Caſtins down yeaſonings, and e- 
- hich thing - p68 it ſelf 
ag ainſt the knowledge of God, and 
bringins into. Captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Chriſt. 
And what Captivity, ſay they, 
' can there be , whilſt weare only 
guided by the motions. of- our 
own underſtanding? All which 
ſipnifies no more, but that St. Paul 
relates (in vindication of his own 
Juſt greatneſs againſt the Calum- 
nies of ſome that deſpiſed his per- 


. - ſon, eſpecially as weak and rude 


of ſpeech) how he had confuted 
ED thoſe 
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thoſe perſons that: oppoſed them- 
ſelves by reaſonings againſt the 
Dodrine of Chriſt; and where- 
as -their underſtandings before 
were enſlaved and captivated to 
the deſires of the ſenſual Soul 
(for which he calls them in ano- 
ther place beaſts at Epheſus ) 
which hindred them from the ., 
obedience of Chriſt, he freed: 
them from their cruel bondage, 
by caſting down all their ſtrong 
holds, and breaking the chains 
of their fallacious reaſonings , 
and brought them into another 
captivity by right of conqueſt, 
but ſuch an one where the yoaks 
are light and the burthens eaſie, 
. that 1s, by true reaſon he over- 
came and captivated their falſe 
Ones. e 
| And 


- y 
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And from this Example, I 
deſire thofe who would have'our 
Underſtandings captivated, \ to 
convince us firſt by theirs that 
they ought to be ſo, and not ro 
think to enſhve our Reaſons, till 
they firft overcome them: which 
when they have done, then they 
will loſe what they contend for : 
For by our Reaſons being gui- 
ded, conquered, and enſlaved, }- 
theirs are become Guides , Con- 6 
querours, and Maſters, So that 
it wilt appear at laſt impoſſible 
for hymane Reaſon to lofe any 
thing -in one p'ace, without | 
gaining as much in ſome & 
*ther. | 

They who follow the 2ppre- 
henſion of a Vifion or Revelation 
extrinſecally - coming into their 
Souls, if it happea that that ex- 

rrin- 
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trinſecal light come from the 
Father of Lizhts, as the piliar of 
Fire did which led the I/raeltes, 
they muſt needs be guided right- 
ly; but if it chance to be an 

lens fatnns (a flame driven abour, 
" as men commonly believe, by 
malicious Spirits) the Errourg 
- 8 which it leads them into become 
unpardonable ; for what plea 
j. can they make for mercy , ſince 
- | - there is no cowmand , nor no 
counſel can be a:leadged for the 
crafting of themſelves to that 
Stranger, which they can neither 
1 know from whence he comes, 
| nor whither he defigns to go. 
| * The like happens if we obeys7 

Authority : For if that Antho- 

rity preſcribe truth, we have 1 
goud fortune in our obedience, 

and meerly good fortune : but 

wo 
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if it draw us into Errours , we 
have nothing to ſay for our ex- 
cuſe, becauſe we have nothing 
to alleadge for our obedience to 
that Authority : So Eve pleaded 
the Authority of the Serpent, 
but both were puniſhed: ſo 4- 
dam with more appearance of 
innocency , the Woman that tho 
gaveſt me for an Helper bad me- 
eat, and accordingly. I did; 
but to him too a Curſe is pro- | 
nounced, becauſe he believed: 
that which was figuratively one 
with him ( as members of the 
Church pretend ro» do the 
Church). rather then that which 
' was moſt certainly 'and ſmply 
one with him, which was his 
own-Reaſon. Thus the beſt that 
can be wade of theſe mens O- 


pinions IS, that after they have 
blind: 


no danger of periſhing but from 


blind-folded themſelves, amongſt 
the many doors where they may 
enter, there is onewhich will 
lead them to Heaven ; which if 
they miſs, it will be asked, not 


, Why you entered not there, but 


why by blinding your own eyes 
did you put your ſelf into a 
greater probability of not find- 
ing, than of lighting upon the 
true paſſage, Now contrariwiſe, 


thoſe who commit themſelves to 


the guidance of their own un- 


derſtanding, if they do com- 


mit themſelves wholly to it, are 
as ſafe on the left hand as on 
the right , as ſecure of happineſs 
in their Errours, as others are, 


_ whoare otherwiſe guided, even 


in the Truths which they hap- 
pen ro fall into. For there is 


iſo- 
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diſobedience , without which e- 
very man way ofren erre, the 
xz commandement of God being 
; _ not to find out truth (eſpecially 
every particular one ) bat to 
endeavour the finding itz He com- + 
- mands no more but to ſearch, 
and xe ſhall find, ſays he, not & 
very particular Truth , for ex- _ 
perience teaches us that cannot © 
be the interpretation ; but whe- 
ther you find or no the Trath fl 
which you ſearch for , you ſhall 
find the reward of ſearching, 
which is Happineſs : Now. he 
that bids you ſearch , is cruel 
and -barbarous in his mockery, 
if he knows you haveno power 
. or faculty ſo to ſearch as he 
commands you : there is there- 
fore in' man a natural ability of 
ſrarching ſpiritual Truths, ro 
enat 


>» 
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that can be nothing, elſe but his 
Underſtanding z neither to any 
thing elſe can the command be 
directed, fince all things ejſe are 
without us, and may ſerve for 
helps and , diregions m our | 
ſearch, but cannot be our ſearch 
it ſelf: Secondly, becauſe we lay 
the blaſphemous accuſation of _ 
JF Injuſtice upon God, if he puniſh 

us for an Errour which we could 
- \F- not avoid; and all Errours are 
ſuch which we fall into after a 
fall and mature ſearch .for the 
Truth, according to the beft 
means repreſented to our under- 
ſtanding ; ſo that as the liberty 
of our Will, and the poflibi- 
lity we have of doing the con- 
crary, makes us ſuffer juſtly for 
evil AGions, fo the poſſibility 
our underſtanding to _ 

| | Pa 
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diſcover'd and - entertained the | 
Truth', renders us liable to. 
Condemnation for ill beltefs. 


1# Thirdly , We ought not to be-. 


lieve Errours in Faich to be 
damnable, becauſe this opinion | 
is ſo wildly uncharitable , that ' 
it ſtrikes out ten thouſand Mil- 
lions out of the. Book of Life, 
for each ſingle Name that it | 
leaves in it : ſo immeaſurably vaſt | 
(if we conſider the whole World - 
andall the'Apes of it) is the num- 
ber of thoſe who have lived and 
died in great, high, and manifeſt 
Errours \ manifeſt I mean to us, 
for they were not ſo to them ) 
above thoſe that have been fo 
happy as to find and to embrace 
, the Truth. Fourthly, We ought 
not to teach 'men, that any Er- 
rours in belief overthrow aur 
hopes 


hopes of falvation , unleſs we 
could likewiſe give them a Ca- 
ra of thoſe Errours which 
doſo; it being confeſt that all 
do not, becaufe theſe muſt ne- 
ceſſarily put all conſidering 
Men into a doubt, or rather 
deſpair of their own ſalvation : 
for what quiet or repoſe can 
our Conſcience take, whilſt vve 
know our ſelves to be in 

Errours ( the eſtate of a Tra- 
vellour being uncapable of an 
exemption from them ) and be- 
keve that ſome Errours, with- 
out knowing which or how ma- 
ny, do exclude men from a 
poſſibility of entring into Hea- 


ven, Fifthly, Becauſe in this =y - 
caſe we cannot know our faulr, 
and therefore have no means of 
repenting of it : Now God en- 

D JoyNn= 
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joyning men. Repentance and. 
promiſing Pardon thereupon: for 
all fins whatſoever, preſcribes 
ſuch a Phyſick as is impoſſible 
to be taken; for Repentance 
preſuppoſes knowledge of the 
Fault, and knowledge of a. fault * 
do's not confilt with an errour 
of. the underſtanding ,. for we 
cannot apprehend the: thing ſo, 
and yet be ſorry that we are . / 
miſtaken. Sixthly, The great . 
probability and appearance of 
Truth on all ſides, even the er- 
ring ones, ought.to wake us be- 
lieve, that God will not puniſh 
thoſe who erre: if that be pro- . 
bable, which all or maſt men, 
or many, or the moſt wiſe;, or 
ſome wiſe men receive. for 
Truth :. What Do&rine is there; 
which in the whole compaſs of 

| Reli- 
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'* Religions way not. paſs for pro- 


| Þable, and what cauſe have we 
to-condemn the Underſtanding 
of any man, in a thing which 
- he is drawn by probabilities to 
- aſſent to. - I cannot poſſibly 
conceive 1t agreeable to, the 
goodneſs of the Divine Nature, 
ſo to have hidden and invol- 
ved, and almoſt diſguiſed the 
- Truth from us, if he had in- 
tended to have cenſured the 
miſſing of it , with ſo keavy a 
ſentence as that of eternal ruine ; 
eſpecially ſeeing there is but one 
true Way for one- hundred falſe 
ones, and no certain Mark ſet 
upon the entry of that one, to 
diſtinguiſh it from rhe others. 


And let this- ſuffice to be ſaid 


upon: the firſt Argument, to 
induce us to coinmit our ſelves 
D 2 wholly 


T7 . 


whaily to our Reaſon in the 
ſearch of Divine and Religious 
Verities, which is drawn from 
the certainty of ſafety this way, 
. and the great hazard of it any 0- 
ther. 


Secondly , As in viable Ob» 
je&s we receive confidently, and 
reft in the repore of the fGghr, 
becauſe Nature hath ordamed 


% 


ingly for that purpoſe, without 

appeal from it either to.other 

Sences, or to Revelations, or 

the Eyes of other men; and as 
we do the like in all other o- 
perations of the Senſe, and all 
other faculties of the Soul ; ſo 
onght 2 as entirely and abſo-- 
lately to refign our Belief to the 
difates of our own Underſtand- 


Ing. 
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| 
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and accommodated it accord- -* 


1 


| 
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mg in things intelligible, which 
are as properly and naturally 
the Objedt thereof, as things 
viſible are of the .Eye-ſfight ; and 
we might- as well ſay, we will 
truſt our Eyes in green, and 
white and black , but not in red 
or yellow Colours, as affirm 
that our Reaſon mult guide us 

| In the contemp'ation of Nature, 
1 - the ſearchof Arts, the Govern- 
> ment. of Publick Societies , and 

the Regulation of mens Lives a$ 
+ far as the. bounds of Morality, 
but that it 18 not at all ro be 
followed or obeyed in matters 
that concern Relrgion ; thoſe too 
being mtelligible Truths , yea 
the chief, and therefore moſt to 
be ſearcht, and a part of the 
Underftandings obje& as much 
or rather more than any other. 
P 4 Now 
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- Now as the credit of the ſight 
15 not at-all to be diſparaged, 
becauſe ſome men have the Jaun- 
dies which paints every thing- 
ye!low , ſome look through Blew 


ſpetacles which repreſent all - 


things to rhem, under the ſame 
colour, and ſome through di- 
. vers mediums which makes the 
ſtraight Staff appear crooked , 
ſome are ſhort-ſighted and take 
Men . for ' Trees at a diſtance ; 
ſo, I ſay, the miſtakes which 
Reaſon by accidental diſtur- 
bances leads ſome men into , 
1s not a ſufficient Argument for o- 
thers to refuſe to be guided by it. 

If it be objected, that the 
- Sight, though it be ſubje& . to 
ſowe particular impedimeats , 
yet is genera'ly by its own na- 
ure much more ceriain and ex- 

at 


— 
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aTt in the judgment of Colours, 
than the underſtanding can ever 
be made (even without acciden- 
tal hinderances) in the know- 
ledge of things Spiritua!, I 
Anſwer, That if ſuch things be 
the proper objeft of ſuch a fa- 
culty, we are herein to be go- 
vern'd by the diQates of it, with- 
out conſidering whether that fa- 


culty be as quick and perfea as 
= Godcould make it in apprehenſt- 


on of its obje : neither ought we 
ro give leſs truſt to our Under- 
ſtanding in ſupernatural Truths, 
becauſe it is ſo much inferiour to 
that of Angels, than we do to our 
E.ye-fight in things viſible, though 
it be ſo far ſhort of that of Fa- 
gles. Certainly they who remove 


the cognizance of Divine Traths 


out of the Court of Reaſon,take a» 
Ts . > 
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way that which moſt propertly 
and naturally falls under its de- 


termination. For when GOD 
had created all things elſe, he 


thought the World imperfeR as 
yer, whilſt there was nothing _ 


made that could contemplate, 
thank, and worſhip the Maker 
of it; and therefore he created 
Man, and this was the chief end 
of the production of a Ratio- 
pal Sou}, that by i they wight 
conlider the things which they 
ſaw , and diſcourſe and colle& 
out of them the things which 
they ſaw not, and both praife 
and love the Maker for and in 
them both ; which is the whole 
fubftance of - Religion ; for the 
manners and kinds of doing it 
are accidental. So then Reli- 
gion appears to be the g-- 

Pa 
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pal end of Mans Creation , and 
therefore as if Horſes be made 
for burthen, they have a natural 
ability given them wherewith to 
do it ; if Birds toflie, they have 
a faculty and wings given them 
for that purpoſe (becauſe where 
an end is Natural, the means 
are fo too) fo. if Religion be 
the End of Man as he 1s par- 
taker of a Rational Soul ,- that 
reaſonable Soul hath ſome pow- 


' er naturally-placed in it for the 
exerciſe, judgment and choice 


of Religion, as far forth as is 
neceſſary to his own happineſs, 
that is,to the attaining the «nd for 
which he was Created, 


+ TY In 
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In the Third place, This O- 
pinion is not only moſt ſafe and 


moſt natural 'for every Man in 
particular , but likewiſe moſt 


agreeable to the good and in- 


IF 


tereſt of Humane Society : for 


all Wars of late Apes have been 
either really for Religion, or at 
leaſt that has been one of the 
chief pretences ; which if . it 
were quite taken away, it would 
be difficult for thoſe men who 
diſpuife their Ambition with it, + 
to draw the People into the mi- 
; ſeries and uncertainties either of 
a Civilor Forraign War., Now 
If this Dodcrine were generally 
planted in the minds of Men, 
-both the reality and pretence of 
fighting for Religion were ut- 
terly cancelled ; and though tur- 
bulent minds would then either 
find 


” id 


; A 
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find or make ſome other occa- 
ſion to diſturb their Neighbours, 
yet the ill would neither be ſo 
frequent nor ſo cruel as 1c is at 
preſenr. For who would quar- 
rel for Religion , when his were 
made the main and general 
ground of all Religions, That 


=) 


every eMan ought quietly to enjoy 


his own. True it 1s, that unity 
in Religion would produce the 
ſame effec 5 but alas ! both Rea- 
ſon and Experience teaches us, 


that the hopes of that are vain 


and impoſſible; and though a 
State may ſometimes force all 
its Subjed&s to ſubmir to an out» 
ward _uniformity in all things 


that concern Divine workhip, - 


yet they wuſt know , that every 
publick diſturbance in rhe Com- 
mon-wealth , | breaks all thoſe 


X7 


bonds . 


, 
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bonds aſunder of diſſembled O- 
bedience , and that ſuch com- 
pulſions both beget and ripenal] 
Diſorders, 


Much might be ſpoken in 


this matter , but not neceſſa- 
rily here, both becauſe ] 
have faid ſomething of it be 
fore, in, anſwering this Ar- 
gument turn'd againſt this Q- 
pinion unhappily z and. be- 
cauſe the manner of eſtabli- 
ſhing this Liberty in a Coms 

' monwealth, will require a 
Diſcourſe entirely by it 
ſelf. 


The laſt defence of this Cauſe, 
__ and which indeed needs not the 
'T> aſſiſtance of any other, ſhall 


be, becauſe (though men deceive 
them- 


Of Humane Keaton. 8: 
themſelves herein, and as it of- - 
ten happens., know not their _ 
own Opinions ) it is impoflible 
that ever any man ſhould have 
been, -is, or can hereafter be 
4 guided by any thing elſe but 
[/” his own Rezſon, as in other 
things, ſo alſo 1n matters of 

| Religion; I ſay impoſſible, for 
whatſoever way we take, we 
ſhall find that the laſt Anchor co {| 
L which our Faith holds, the laſt. 
| Element into which it is re- 
ſolv'd (and therefore it 1s like- 
h wiſe compounded of the ſame ) 
| 
y 


is onely Reaſoy. For when 
I ack, why you believe any 
Myſtery of Faith ? you will 
anſwer perhaps, Becauſe the pre- 
4 ſent Church commands you : 

If I proceed and ask , Why do 


you believe what the 'prefent 
Church 
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Church commands ? you will 
ſay , Becauſe the former Church 
teaches the ſame. Why do you 
believe the former Church ? 
Becauſe God commands you 10 


to do. Why do you believe 


that God commands it ? Becaiiſe 
you find it in the Ecripture. 
Why do you believe the Scri- 
ptures to be the Word. of God ? 
Becauſe they were confirmed 
by Miracles. Why do Mira- 
cles confirm that ? Becauſe they 
are works which can proceed 
from nothing but the abſolute 
and immediate power of the 
Deity. Why ſo ? Becauſe no- 
rhing contrary to, or above the 
Courſe of Nature, can be done 
by natural Agents 3 bur Mira- 
cles are cffe&s contrary to, or 
above the Courfe of Nature; 
| thers: 
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therefore they proceed from the 
Divine Operation. Thus you 
ſee Faith at laſt reſolv'd into a 
Syllogiſme , which is the proper 
work of the Underſtanding. 
On the other hand, if I de- 


mand, Why you do believe that 


any -Miracles were done for the 
Confirmation of the Faith 2 Be- 
cauſe of the great and many Te- 
ſtimonies of the Truth thereof. 
Why do you believe thoſe Te- 
ſtimonies ? Becauſe ſo many 
Perſons in ſo ſeveral times and 
places, with ſo ſeveral intereſts, 
could never apree in being de- 
ceived, or to deceive. SO that 
you reſt not at all in any Autho- 
rity, but difcourſe firſt what 
way be faid for or againſt the 
validity of it , examine 1t pun- 
Qually in all Circumſtances, and 
: " , -at 
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at laſt fubmit to it upon ſome - 


Sylogiſine, which is the onely 
Law that binds our Reafow- 


© Two things are to be conſidered 


in all Authority, before we obey 
or believe it ; firſt, The condi- 
tion and quality of the Perſons 
who Command or Inftrut; ard 
ſecondly, The true interpreta- 
tion of their Commands or In- 
ſtrugions.. For the firſt, The 
Perſons in Commanding muſt 
have a lawful Power derived to 
- them, either from God , Natpre, 

or Cuftome C which latter de- 
pends upon the - two former.) 
And in Inftruting, muſt have 
either an abſolute infallibility, 
or elſe at leaſt a probability of 
not Erring. So that no Aythority 
is obeyable or believeable in it 
ſelf without farther examina- 
tion: 
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tion.: no not that of God him- 
ſelf; for the ſtrength of Gods 
Authority depends upon that 
Syllogiſine , which proves that 


| . the nature of God is ſuch , that 


he can neither deceive nor be 
deceived, Now all this Exa- 
mination is purely and entirely 
the work of our Reaſon by mea- 
furing a particular and an uni- 
verſal. Whatfoever hath ſuch 
Conditions ts to be obeyed or 
believed ; but ſuch Perſon or 
Perſons hath fuch Conditions, 
therefore ſuch Perſon or Perſons 
are to be obeyed or believed: 
| . Neither do's our Reaſon onely 


preſcribe abedience. and belief - 


to us, -but alfo ſearches and efta- 
bliſhes the bounds of both; ſer- 
ting up fome ſol:d and apparent 
Notions , by which we know our 


Ne 
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. Ne pluultrs, True it is, that 
ſome men Obey and ſome men Be- 
lieve without conſidering that 
they make this diſcotſrſe ; bur 
that 1s only from inadvertency , 
as mien often move their Bodies, 
without any particular exerted 
thought of doing ſo. 

Thus far then Authority wholy- 
depends upon Resſon.. And much 
more in the ſecond Condition , 
which is the interpretation of it : 
in which buſineſs the inter poſi- 
tion of Reaſon is ſo neceſſary, 
that I ſhall omic either to prove 
or illuſtrate the Point. 


Now as they who enflave 
themſelves to Authority , make 
it the rule and guide of Faith, 
becauſe that even the belief that 
\ Scripture is the Law of God de- 


pends 
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pends upon it,. as truly it do's 
(in wy Opinion) upon the'tra- 
dition of Miracles; ſo I ſay, 
that much rather Reaſon is to 
be accounted that Rule and that 
Guide ve look for , becauſe even 
Authority upon which-even Scrt» 
pture it ſelf depends, Cepends 
as much upon thatz neither do 
we more believe the Scripture 
for Authority , then that very 
Authority for the Reaſon we 
think we have to do ſo. The 
Samaritan ſays , I bave an infal- 
lible Rule , which 4s the Books of 
eMoſes, and on'y them. The 
Few ſays, I cannot erre for I 
follow the Old Teftament , which 
is infall;ble, and only that. The 


* Chriſtian aſſures himſelf of the 


Truth as !ong as he is guided by 
the 
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the Evameliſts and. Jpofttes 


whoſe Writings are the inEllibie 


 diftates of the Holy Ghoſt, The 
Twhk zffumes the fame from the 
Akoran; and the Heathes from 
Oracles, Sybill's Books , and the 
like. What ſhall I do?- None 
of all theſe Books can be belie- 
ved by their own Light, for there 
are things equally ſtrange.im them 


all. Follow the Authority of 
the Church which cannot miſ- - | 


guide you ? Moſt willingly : but 
again the fame difficulty recurns 
in another habit ; for as every 
one Cries , I follow theſe Books 
which are infallible, ſo he goes 
on too and ſays, I believe thefe 
Books to be fo, becauſe our 
Church and our Traditions, which 
are certainly the beſt Authority, 


TY 


aſſures. 
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affures us that they were written - 
by Divine infpiretion. Let the 
'Y Chriftian eake heed of ſaying 
here, But my Tradition 1% more 
| ancient and more Univerſul , 
for in the firſt the Jew will 
overcome him, and in both 
the Heatbes. 1 rmmſt in this 
diverfity of waics cither ſtand/ 
fil], thatis,, fuſpend abfolntely 
from the belief of any Rel> _ 
n (which is almoſt gs 
le after the belief that there 
+ isa GOD) or I nwuſt chant 
our of theſe. Now Electian ts 
a work fo proper to Reaſon, 
that it cannot be done by any 
| _ thing elſe; and therefore to be 
> brought to a neceſlity of an Ele+ 
&ian,.is tobe necefdarity bronght 
| to ſubmit in matters of . Re- 
” Þ | ligion 
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ligion. to the determination of 
our- Underſtanding : So that 
In matters of Religion where- | 
in there is difference, I chooſe 
this fide rather than the other, 
becauſe my Reaſon bids me; 
and | where there is no diffe-,' 
rence, even there I am wholy 
guided by* my Reaſon, becauſe . 
the uncontradiged concurrence 
of the Parties , makes:-up a Syl- 
logiſme to perſwade (I ſay to - 
perſwade onely') 'my Belief, - 
Briefly, T cannot Be/zeve bur - 
| by:an a& of the Wil, nor can 
1:F5# but © according to the 
direions of the Underflanding : 
Fo that: they who ſay.uyey fol: 
low Authority, or they follow 
- Divine | particular Revelation, - 
' or _. any thing elſe imaginable , 


+ ; 


” -- : 
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| doit, becauſe that agrees with 
J-their own Reaſon, and will quir 


y the Party as ſoon as 1t do's other- 
wiſe. 


